March 17, 2021

democracy, symbolized by the resolve of the
officers of the United States Capitol Police De-
partment, prevailed and the seditious attack
was quelled, the Capitol Building preserved,
and the lives of United States Senators and
Representatives protected, as well as those of
congressional and support staff, and order
was restored so that the Joint Meeting of Con-
gress was resumed and completed its con-
stitutionally required duty of counting and an-
nouncing the votes of the presidential electors,
an essential step in the peaceful transfer of
power that has been a hallmark of American
democracy and the example to the world for
more than two centuries.

Madam Speaker, the gold coin authorized to
be minted by this legislation and displayed at
the United States Capitol Police headquarters,
to the Metropolitan Police Department of
Washington, D.C., and exhibited on display by
the Smithsonian Institution conveys the thanks
and appreciation of a grateful nation for the
selfless and heroic service exhibited by these
sentinels of the republic in defense of Amer-
ican democracy in responding to the January
6, 2021 assault on the U.S. Capitol by domes-
tic terrorists.

This tribute is, as President Lincoln noted at
Gettysburg, “altogether fitting and proper” for
heroes of the republic.

The action we are taking today should en-
courage all educational and media institutions
throughout the United States to teach and cel-
ebrate the story of the heroism of the officers
of the United States Capitol Police Depart-
ment, the Metropolitan Police Department, and
all other law enforcement officers who, out of
true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of
the United States, selflessly risked their lives
to protect the Capitol Building and its per-
sonnel, the Congress, and the spirit and fact
of democracy in America.

Madam Speaker, | urge all Americans to
read, celebrate, and revere the Constitution of
the United States, fidelity to which is the sur-
est best means of forming a more perfect
union, establishing justice, ensuring domestic
tranquility, providing for the common defense,
promoting the general welfare, and securing
the blessing of liberty to them and their pos-
terity.

——————
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Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, as the Chair-
man of the Committee on Ways and Means,
| rise today along with Ranking Member KEVIN
BRADY, to commemorate the successful fed-
eral career of Brenda Smith, Executive Assist-
ant Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection’s (CBP) Office of Trade. Ms.
Smith is retiring after 33 years of government
service, including 27 years with CBP and the
legacy U.S. Customs Service.

Ms. Smith’s leadership at CBP is marked by
significant advancements in the agency’s trade
mission. She spearheaded unprecedented au-
tomation and modernization of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s import/export system, a renewed
focus on preventing duty evasion, intellectual
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property rights infringement, and importation of
goods derived from forced labor, as well as ef-
forts to adapt the agency’s trade and revenue
workforce for the new pace and challenges of
the 21st century trade environment. Ms. Smith
also led the development of global e-com-
merce standards and focus on new tech-
nologies like blockchain and advanced ana-
Iytics.

Under Ms. Smith’s leadership, CBP modern-
ized the international trade process, com-
pleting development and deployment of the
U.S. Single Window and the Automated Com-
mercial Environment (ACE)—the electronic
portal for exporters and importers to clear
shipments across the U.S. border. Ms. Smith
took command of the Single Window project,
organizing the efforts of 49 federal agencies
and partnering with thousands of importers,
exports, brokers, and technology developers
to successfully deploy the modem, automated
system. The Single Window is now a global
model, and it has revolutionized the inter-
national trade process for U.S. businesses
and consumers. In recognition of her leader-
ship on this project, Ms. Smith was a 2017 fi-
nalist in the Samuel J. Heyman Service to
America award for management excellence.

She also implemented key components of
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement
Act (TFTEA) of 2015, the first comprehensive
authorization of CBP since the agency’s cre-
ation in 2003. Ms. Smith led CBP’s implemen-
tation of the Enforce and Protect Act of 2015,
increasing the transparency and effectiveness
of CBP’s enforcement of antidumping/counter-
vailing duty orders, and, following the repeal of
a critical loophole, CBP’s increased focus on
enforcement of the import prohibition on goods
produced using forced, prison, and forced
child labor.

Ms. Smith also led U.S. delegations to sev-
eral partner nations to strengthen relationships
with customs and human rights officials, indus-
try leaders, and non-governmental organiza-
tions and bolster international safeguards
against forced labor. For this work and for her
focus on strengthening CBP’s trade enforce-
ment mission, Ms. Smith was honored with a
2017 Distinguished Executive Presidential
Rank Award, the highest award in civil service.
In addition to leading a number of U.S. dele-
gations, Ms. Smith represented the United
States on the World Customs Organization
Council in 2007 and 2017.

Ms. Smith also led CBP’s implementation of
the landmark U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), working with the United States
Trade Representative (USTR) and other fed-
eral agencies, as well as the U.S. international
trade community, to ensure effective and time-
ly delivery of key customs provisions of the
USMCA.

Throughout her tenure at CBP and its pred-
ecessor, Ms. Smith always took the time to be
responsive to Member questions and con-
cerns, making herself available for regular
briefings.

Prior to joining Customs, Ms. Smith worked
at the Department of the Treasury. She also
served on the staff of the Congressional Office
of Technology Assessment and subsequently
in the personal office of Congressman Bernard
J. Dwyer of New Jersey. Over the course of
her career, Ms. Smith received numerous ac-
colades, including a National Performance Re-
view “Hammer Award” and countless agency
awards.
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We wish to congratulate Ms. Smith on her
retirement and express our sincere apprecia-
tion for the many years of service, leadership,
and accomplishment she has devoted to the
U.S. government and the American people.
We wish her the best of luck in her future en-
deavors.

REMEMBERING JOAN F. ARP

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2021

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Joan F. Arp, of Liberty Town-
ship, Ohio, who passed away on Saturday,
March 13, 2021 at the age of 78.

Joan was born on February 28, 1943 in
Youngstown, Ohio, the daughter of Louis and
Katherine (Popovich) Kunovich. Joan was a
member of the First United Methodist Church
in Girard and a member of the church’s care
team, bereavement committee, and taught
Sunday School when her children were young-
er.

Mrs. Arp was a homemaker and stayed
home to raise her children. She enjoyed play-
ing bingo, needlepoint and was so proud of
her collection of Santa Clauses. Joan loved to
participate in the many fun activities and out-
ings that were offered at Liberty Arms As-
sisted Living.

Joan will miss all of her cherished friend-
ships, especially those she resided with. She
leaves to cherish her memory, her children,
Mark (Mary) Arp, of Hermitage, PA., and her
daughter Kelly Hontula, of Liberty Township;
sister Maureen Perrico, of Las Vegas, Nevada
and grandson, Nicholas Arp. Besides her par-
ents, Joan is preceded in death by her hus-
band, Kenneth J. Arp, whom she married Oc-
tober 9, 1965 and died May 5, 2014, and her
brother, James Kunovich.

| am proud to be friends with Joan’s daugh-
ter, Kelly, and thank her for her long-standing
support. My deepest condolences go out to
Kelly, the entire family, and to all whose lives
were touched by Joan.
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Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of long-time
community member Robert Hoyer as he cele-
brates his 100th birthday.

Bob grew up in Oakland and attended the
University of Nevada, Reno. During World War
Il, Bob took a leave from his studies and
served in the United States Army in the Phil-
ippines. When he returned home, Bob grad-
uated from the University of Nevada with a de-
gree in mining engineering. It was also in
Reno that Bob met his wife, Eldora, who had
served in the United Stated Navy WAVES dur-
ing WWII teaching aircraft navigation.

Following college, Bob worked for the
Natomas Mining Company in Nevada. When
the mining industry declined after the end of
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